
 

FK PTA General Meeting Minutes  
Oct. 22, 2019 
Flocktown Library  

In attendance:  Laura Silvia, Stefanie Lourenco, Laura Pereira, Alicia Contractor, Kieran Rafter, Kathy 
Koop, Lisa Groel, Sara Amento, Jessica Love, Tara Reilly, Alicia Lippay, Melissa Cervenka, Kelly DeMayo, 
Kiera Mitchell, Lisa Woodring, Al DiGabrielle, John Gorman, Ekaterina Bankin, Cayton Zdroik 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order - Welcome & Introductions  

Kathy Holzer welcomed everyone,  

Board of Education Candidates: 

Kathy Koop 

Running for re-election, BOE member for 12 years, is on the 4th term, is BOE president now; 
was 1st and 3rd grade teacher in Great Meadows and is principal in Madison, is president of the 
Teacher’s Union, completed a Dr. of Education, NJ School Board Association member, is a 
trainer, also paid for by the NJ School Board Association, is going to School Board Association 
convention and is presenting; Iowa Lighthouse Study, says all BOE activity should be to support 
students, helped establish full day kindergarten, supported and expanded Gifted and Talented, 
STEM, middle school clubs, supported Solar Garden Projects at Cucinella and LVMS, security 
upgrades, believes in supporting the whole child academic, emotional and psychological 
support, may help establish a foundation for alternative sources of funding, looking into 
supporting teachers with grant funding, will be speaking tomorrow on relationship of 
superintendent and school board in Atlantic City/NJ School Board Association 

 

John Gorman 

On Board for 3 years, has 2 children currently in Long Valley schools, has child with IEP, 
currently works for YMCA, Board needs to be considerate of the needs of children, parents, 
teachers, school administrators and residents of town that don’t have children in school 
currently 

Jessica DeCicco 

Has 4 children, 3 currently in Long Valley schools, was a substitute teacher and aide, active in 
PTO, started attending BOE meetings due to interest in teachers’ contract difficulties; is very 
interested in maintaining quality special education services, is concerned with quality of middle 
school and preparation for high school, is concerned with transparency at BOE meetings, 
started live streaming BOE meetings, wants to explore alternate funding options, feels 
disconnected due to superintendent who is also director of special ed/special services 



Comment-Regarding posting of minutes from BOE, commentor feels posting of minutes makes 
BOE accountable 

Kelly DeMayo 

Went through Long Valley school system, became involved with BOE when air quality concerns 
surfaced with Old Farmers Road school, feels area of spending can be improved buy many of 
our facilities need upgrades, at least 70% of tax dollars go to schools, need to ensure we have a 
safe, healthy buildings for students and teachers, need prioritized spending, need more 
transparency with BOE, wants more detailed and accurate board minutes as a matter of open 
public record, feels there is a need for more creative funding notes, doesn’t see a system of 
checks and balances between board and administrators 

Kiera Horutz-Mitchell 

Went through Long Valley school system as a student, was involved in Cucinella PTO, is on 
Long Valley Middle School PTA, has had 2 different experiences with Special Education 
services especially literacy program, $45 million budget for schools, wants easily accessible 
budget with direct link 

Lisa Wooding 

Self described “career volunteer”, VP of Board last 5 years, president is from Mendham, feels 
important to have female presence on Board, right now there are 2 females and 7 males on 
Board, health care costs are always a concern, West Morris Central has International 
Baccalaureate program with multiple paths, is committed to maintaining facilities, have not had 
to put out referendum in many years, family meetings with guidance department start earlier, in 
the sophomore year; parent newsletter for WMCHS, focus on student wellness, stress 
management, homework free weekends; earlier start to school year hives 2 weeks extra over 
previous calendar for testing in May to put us more on par with many parts of the country, 
ChromeBooks, Board making sure teachers are integrating them into classrooms 

Comment-advantages of making Washington Township a K-12 district instead of K-8 plus high 
school amounting to 2 superintendents, etc.would be advantages to have K-12 district 

 

Clayton Zdroik 

Sophomore at Rutgers University, was a student at WMCHS, wants to see improvements in 
technology, doesn’t feel like 1:1 ChromeBooks necessary, wants better computers that can be 
shared; computer science department needs improvement, wants to advocate for foreign 
language education improvement 

Motion to approve September’s minutes, second, all in favor, approved 

Budget, Treasurer's Report 



 

-Membership numbers doing very well, at the end of October, will be over projections 

-KidStuff about $500 under budget 

Proposal was made to amend budget for Children’s Assemblies. Kindergarten and 1st grade 
were not able to go to Signature’s Project assembly, would like to bring alternate assembly for 
$895. ​The increase will be by $895 from $8505 to $9400. Motion made to approve budget 
increase, seconded, all in favor, approved. 

Spirit Wear​-shop open until Nov. 3 and then will be closed for the rest of the school year. 
Recommendation made to open longer next year, was asked if we could buy stock to sell at 
orientation, may look into another company, extra product could be donated for Tricky Tray, 
raffles, etc. 

Fun Run-​Free sign being made, balloon columns being considered, there are many volunteers, 
may be able to get fruit donated from Chester Shoprite 

Reflections​-entries due soon 

Harlem Wizards​-date to open ticket sales to community was debated, considered waiting until 
next week to open up to community, maybe hand out flyers at Trick or Trunk or Halloween 
parade, will try and wait until after Harlem Wizard Assembly to open ticket sales to the public. 
More volunteers are needed. 

Meeting ended approximately 9:30 PM 

 

 


